
























































































Sect. 8-006 General Standards for Special Permit Uses 
 
In addition to the specific standards set forth hereinafter with regard to particular special 
permit uses, all special permit uses shall satisfy the following general standards: 
 
1. The proposed use at the specified location shall be in harmony with the adopted 

comprehensive plan. 
 
2. The proposed use shall be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the 

applicable zoning district regulations. 
 
3. The proposed use shall be such that it will be harmonious with and will not 

adversely affect the use or development of neighboring properties in accordance 
with the applicable zoning district regulations and the adopted comprehensive plan.  
The location, size and height of buildings, structures, walls and fences, and the 
nature and extent of screening, buffering and landscaping shall be such that the 
use will not hinder or discourage the appropriate development and use of adjacent 
or nearby land and/or buildings or impair the value thereof. 

 
4. The proposed use shall be such that pedestrian and vehicular traffic associated 

with such use will not be hazardous or conflict with the existing and anticipated 
traffic in the neighborhood. 

 
5. In addition to the standards which may be set forth in this Article for a particular 

group or use, the BZA shall require landscaping and screening in accordance with 
the provisions of Article 13. 

 
6. Open space shall be provided in an amount equivalent to that specified for the 

zoning district in which the proposed use is located. 
 
7. Adequate utility, drainage, parking, loading and other necessary facilities to serve 

the proposed use shall be provided.  Parking and loading requirements shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of Article 11. 

 
8. Signs shall be regulated by the provisions of Article 12; however, the BZA, under 

the authority presented in Sect. 007 below, may impose more strict requirements 
for a given use than those set forth in this Ordinance. 
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Sect. 8-903 Standards for All Group 9 Uses 
 
In addition to the general standards set forth in Sect. 006 above, all Group 9 special 
permit uses shall satisfy the following standards: 
 
1. All uses shall comply with the lot size and bulk regulations of the zoning district in 

which located, except as may be qualified below. 
 
2. All uses shall comply with the performance standards specified for the zoning 

district in which located. 
 
3. Before establishment, all uses, including modifications or alterations to existing 

uses, shall be subject to the provisions of Article 17, Site Plans, or other 
appropriate submission as determined by the Director. 
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Sect. 8-914 Provisions for Approval of Reduction of the Minimum Yard Requirements 
Based on an Error in Building Location 

 
The BZA may approve a special permit to allow a reduction to the minimum yard 
requirements for any building or a modification to the location regulations of any 
freestanding accessory structure existing or partially constructed which does not 
comply with such requirements applicable at the time such building or structure was 
erected, but only in accordance with the following provisions: 
 
1. Notwithstanding Par. 2 of Sect. 011 above, all applications shall be accompanied by 

ten (10) copies of a plat and such plat shall be presented on a sheet having a 
maximum size of 24" x 36", and one 8 ½" x 11" reduction of the plat. Such plat shall 
be drawn to a designated scale of not less than one inch equals fifty feet (1" = 50'), 
unless a smaller scale is required to accommodate the development. Such plat shall 
be certified by a professional engineer, land surveyor, architect, or landscape 
architect licensed by the State of Virginia and such plat shall contain the following 
information: 

 
A. Boundaries of entire property, with bearings and distances of the perimeter 

property lines and of each zoning district. 
 
B. Total area of the property and of each zoning district in square feet or acres. 

 
C. Scale and north arrow, with north, to the extent feasible, oriented to the top of the 

plat and on all supporting graphics. 
 

D. Location of all existing structures, with dimensions, including height of any 
structure and penthouse, and if known, the construction date(s) of all existing 
structures. 

 
E. All required minimum yards to include front, side and rear, and a graphic 

depiction of the angle of bulk plane, if applicable, and the distances from all 
existing structures to lot lines. 

 
F. Means of ingress and egress to the property from a public street(s). 

 
G. For nonresidential uses, the location of parking spaces, indicating minimum 

distance from the nearest property line(s). 
 

H. If applicable, the location of well and/or septic field. 
 

I. For nonresidential uses, a statement setting forth the maximum gross floor area 
and FAR for all uses. 
 

J. Location of all existing utility easements having a width of twenty-five (25) feet or 
more, and all major underground utility easements regardless of width. 
 

K. Seal and signature of professional person certifying the plat. 
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Sect. 8-914 Provisions for Approval of Reduction of the Minimum Yard Requirements 
Based on an Error in Building Location (continued) 

 
In addition, the application shall contain a statement of justification explaining how 
the error in building location occurred and any supportive material such as aerial 
photographs, Building Permit applications, County assessments records, a copy of 
the contract to build the structure which is in error, or a statement from a previous 
owner indicating how the error in building location occurred. 

 
2. The BZA determines that: 

A. The error exceeds ten (10) percent of the measurement involved, or 
 

B. The error is up to ten (10) percent of the measurement involved and such 
reduction or modification is requested in conjunction with the approval of a 
special permit for another use or application for a variance on the property, or is 
in conjunction with another special permit for an error in building location on the 
property that exceeds ten (10) percent of the measurement involved, and 

 
C. The noncompliance was done in good faith, or through no fault of the property 

owner, or was the result of an error in the relocation of the building subsequent to 
the issuance of a Building Permit, if such was required, and 

 
D. Such reduction or modification will not impair the purpose and intent of this 

Ordinance, and 
 

E. It will not be detrimental to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity, and  

 
F. It will not create an unsafe condition with respect to both other property and 

public streets, and 
 

G. To force compliance with the minimum yard requirements or location regulations 
would cause unreasonable hardship upon the owner. 

 
H. The reduction or modification will not result in an increase in density or floor area 

ratio from that permitted by the applicable zoning district regulations. 
 
3. In granting such a reduction or modification under the provisions of this Section, the 

BZA shall allow only a reduction or modification necessary to provide reasonable 
relief and may, as deemed advisable, prescribe such conditions, to include 
landscaping and screening measures, to assure compliance with the intent of this 
Ordinance. 

 
4. Upon the granting of a reduction or modification for a particular building or structure 

in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the same shall be deemed to be a 
lawful building. 

5. The BZA shall have no power to waive or modify the standards necessary for 
approval as specified in this Section. 
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